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Intestinal obstruction caused

by Echinorhynchus sp. (Acanthocephala)
in farmed Piaractus mesopotamicus
(Pacit) in Argentina

Introduction

The cultivation of pacu (Piaractus mesopotamicus) in Argentina  which can lead to an increased risk of exposure to pathogens
there has been a significant increase in the last decade, and diseases (Sadhu etal., 2014; Henning et al., 2017). A case
particularly in the provinces of Misiones, Corrientes, Formosa,  of massive infestation by an endoparasite that generated
Chaco and Santa Fe. Intensive and semi-intensive farming intestinal obstruction is presented in P mesopotamicus

systems used for fish farming cause stress and overcrowding,  cultivated in a fish farm in Santa Fe, Argentina.
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Discussion and conclusion

Acanthocephalus in high densities can cause severe reactions in

OBSTRUCTION OF
INTESTINAL LUMEN

the hosts, due to inflammations and lacerations due to the

penetration of the intestinal wall, causing problems in feeding

High mean infestation intensity

mean+SD:191.74 + 63.74 performance and, in extreme cases, death. The presence of the

Echinorhynchus jucundus species was only documented in
populations of wild pacues (Argentina and Brazil) and in high
density in captivity (Brazil) (Ferrazde Lima et al.,1980). This studio
constitutes the first record of the genus Echinorhynchus parasitizing
P. mesopotamicus under cultivation conditions and in high density,
in Argentina. Molecular studies will confirm whether it is the same
species and histopathological studies will continue to evaluate the

health effects of this parasite-host association.
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